
The Problem:

During the winter month's catfish become somewhat dormant and lay in deep holes in the
river. They tend to stack up in these holes making them vulnerable to unscrupulous
anglers who will snag them. The Big Eddy on the Wolf River in New London is one
such area. During the winter months numerous complaints are received by Wardens of
individuals snagging and keeping catfish. Since many of these snaggers utilize ice
shanties to obscure their crimes it is extremely difficult for Wardens to enforce the
snagging regulations.

Since there are numerous areas along the river that snagging of catfish can occur creating
a matrix of refuges would take away fishing opportunities from the law abiding public
and create work load problems with posting of refuges.

The catfish season is currently open all year on the Winnebago system. Since catfish
generally do not bite during the winter month a closed season would not take away
fishing opportunities from law abiding anglers.

Be it Resolved, the Conservation Congress at it's annual meeting held in Outagamie
County on April 10, 2006, recommends that the Department of Natural Resources takes
action correct this situation by introducing rule changes closing the Catfish Season from
December 01 to April 0I. These dates would cover the ice fishing season for most years.
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